VICTORY                        289
the south. Powerless in the face of this inva-
sion, the Bolshevists signed the peace treaty on
March 2nd, surrendering Lithuania, Finland,
the Ukraine, Poland, and the Baltic Provinces,
promising demobilisation of their armies and
internment of their ships. Russia was out of
the war. On March 5th the Germans followed
this up by signing peace with Rumania, and on
March 6th they signed peace with Finland.
Their great armies in the East of Europe were
now free to work their will on the West.
Ludendorfi has told us that even then there
was some debate among the German military
chiefs between the policy of defence in the West
and the policy of attack.   But Mr. Lloyd George
saw clearly that the Germans would be obliged
to attack.   They were compelled by the logic
of the blockade.   With all her feverish triumphs
in the East of Europe, Germany was, at that
moment, in a parlous plight.   She was in the
position of a besieged city.   She had either to
break out or to surrender.   The fearful ravage
which  she  perpetrated in Rumania  and  the
Ukraine, and in the western provinces of Russia
also, was really the measure of her need.   Food
and materials were more necessary for her at
that moment than military triumphs, and she
hastened to cash all her victories into material
produce of one kind or another.   Like a hungry
tiger, she devoured her prey.   But there were
other hungry beasts afoot in Eastern Europe at
the same time, and we know now that the division
of the loot caused extreme bitterness between
Germany and Austria-Hungary, and that the
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